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- Seasons: Guatemsla

Szagons in Guatemala ave differentiated ¢n the basic of rainfall, not
on temperatura. The monthly raonge in temperativre is slight, =2.8. during
Janunry, the coldest month, Guatemale Cidy has an. average temperature of
approximately 0 degrezs while in May, the hotiest wonth, the sverage
temperature 1o 68 degreea. On ¢he other harnd, there ere significant
differences between the seasons from the sm\mﬁwint c»f.'.»= rainfall.

There are o seasons in Guatemals -- a rawy and & dry - The rainy
season, though it ofcurs during months of northern '@misph...m summer i
Jocally calded invierno (literany, “winter" ), whereas tzhe dry season of
the true vinter months ie celled verano (\"smr") ,

The rainy ceason 48 one of frequont cloudin@sa, low overcast and fog,
85 vell as almost daily afternoon rain. In the Pacific coast ares and the
highlands, the rolny season generally extends from Kay threugh Octoher.
On the Caribbean cozst, it rains heavily all year except for & relatively
drier period during Febr wary, Merch, erd the first half of April;

The port of San José on the Pagifie ccast receives an average annual
rainfall of approximately 60 inches, most of vhich Zalls during the months
of May through October. There iz an average of fifty ralny days, or, more
accuralely, £ifty rainy afterncons, during this season. The rains
generally teper off rather sharply during Hovember (with an average of
enly five days of min), and December, January, Februwary, and R&amhx are

extrexmely dry.

. At Santa Yssbel, o f@w miles dnland from San José at an elevation
of about 2,000 feet, precipitation is comnsidersbly more sbundant. The
total annual rainfell aversges approvimately 96 inches. The rainfall
regime, or seasonal distaibution, is similsr to that of San Joaé with a
pronounced Adry seascn bn(;in.nina in Tovember snd ending in the latter
part of April. June is the wettest month of the year,, but there iz @
secondary maximum reinfall period in September end Octaber.

Guatemale City, located inland and et an elevetion of 4,855 feet
has dry and wet sengons of almost equal length; May is the firat
month of & rainy season that terminates during October. As at both
San José end Santa Ysabel, June and Septerber are the vettest months.

The total reinfall et Custemla City averages sbout 52 inches per year;
95 percent of this precipitstion falls during the Mey-to-October raﬁmr
DEK8/ON. -

San Antonio, ip the western highlands of Guatersls porthuest of
Coatepeauwe and near the Mexicen border, hes en ermunl rainfall of about
175 fuchen. The roipy seascn, es in other parts of the country, b(_esins
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in ¥Yay and ends in Ortcb@z- but there ave two significent diff@r@nms in
thr Som Ankopio area -- there is mich more precipitation both 4n the ‘
rainy senson and in the drier season. June end Sgplember are the wettest
months, each recejiving about 30 inches of rain per year. Howaver ) QVEn
the driest month of the year regulsily recelves an inch or two of rain

mud the totel rainfall for the "dry" seamon aversges 27 inches. '

- Fetv‘aen the highlapds pamm.@ling the Pecific coast and the Coddn
mounteins . ond hills that extend wesiward from the Guif of Zondurss, there

is a relatively dry belt. Salend might be considered o3 typical of tais

eren, althoush local terralnm differchcss fregusntly cause different

elimntes within short distances. The ssacons in Salamd are tery similer

to thoge in the previcusly mentioned locations, that 4s, a dry period

from Fovermber through April, followed by & sixz-ronth ralny sesson. Eowvever,
the total swmund rainfall averages oply slightly more than 30 idnches.

June in the wettest month; Decamder, Jenenry, snd Februery ere vary ary.

Although predisn dats are vob currently svaillsble comeerming the pracipitation
in tha sren o the south of Salomd, it hos been reliably reported that the

territory near Bl Progrese and Jalam are aven drier than is Salams.
In foet, the triangulsr evez bowxled by BL Progreso, Jelapa. ard Zacapa
is tkm drizst part of Quatemala. : :

/ The area north of Cobdn, on:the other hand, is dncluded emong the
wetlest pacts of the counts; 7 The town of Chimax, for exasple, receives
approximately 100 ipches of rain per year. The rainy season beging in
Fay aod lasts through Novenber, with meximw reinfalls received in Jm
and Ociobsr. Tha ao-gelled dry seagon im this srea 48, in roality, &

lens wat cessom singe even tha clri.@st month, !ﬁm‘ch, res@imn pore than
four finches of rain. .

A comparison of czam vith Gubilguitz (o fev miles to the north)
offers & good example of hov drastically the elimote may charge in
Guatemals within relatively short distences. The seascaality is similar
with June, Septemder, end October baing the wettest months and March -
the driest. However, the total anmml rainfell et Tubilquits is
ggpmximm»ly 157 inches, or almut €0 inches more them is recoivad at

Puarte Bm*ﬁos on the GuM of Blondmras racsives gboud 1«:5 mnea of
rain esch year and hes & seasonmal rainfall pottern eimilnr to those of
the stations elreedy menticned except for the fact that the dry sgac0n
is very short and 1s not really dry. Approximately ten percent of the
yearly rainfall total is received during the "dry" sesson -- February,
March, sud April. Pracipitetion during the other months is frequsnt and
heavy, Wrticuzarly in July and Oztober.
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Geuerally throughout Giptemnle long-lasting, staady, and widespread
Tains (celled "¢emporales") cceur freguently inm the second Badf of the
raluy ce2son, during vhich the sun scmetives remains hidden for several
days or evan o week. AL sueh times a dight drizzidng rain (or drizzling
fog) soaks the soil even more intensively than hexvy dounpours, with the
result that the roads intended for eutomobile traffic’ soretines bgecme
impessable for weeks unless they hove a solid rock foundation or exe
built in aress of good drainsge. In the lowiands, wast eress ere

frequently and regularly ficoded.

Tounderstoras are quite frepient during the rainy season bub ere
rare during the dry period. They also ars more frequent in scme months
of the relny season then in others 3 thelr muober doersnses considersbly
&3 acon a¢ the tzmporales begln in the second bslf of the rainy seasen.




